TEL gene rearrangements in myeloid malignancy.
The TEL gene is a recently described, "promiscuous" gene with a role in both myeloid and lymphoid malignancy. It is unusual since there may be more than one mechanism by which its rearrangement through chromosomal translocation is leukemogenic. This article discusses the four potential mechanisms of TEL-mediated transformation. It is conceivable that the TEL gene is the common target for various translocations precisely because of this pleiotropy of pathogenic mechanisms by which TEL gene rearrangements can lead to cell transformation.